REMARKS 

These remarks and the above amendments are responsive to the restriction 
requirement dated November 10, 2003. In the restriction requirement, the Examiner 
restricted the abovie-identified patent application and required election of (1) one of five 
groups of claims and (2) one of various species for prosecution under 35 U.S.C. § 121 . 
Applicants respond by electing an invention and species, without traverse, as indicated 
below. 

I. Election of Invention 

Applicants hereby elect, without traverse, the invention of Group I, claims 1-12, 
16, and 42^45, for prosecution in this application. Applicants have canceled the 
remaining, nonelected claims, 13-15 and 17-41, reserving their right to pursue these 
claims, with or without amendment, in a continuation application. 

II. Election ofSpecies 

Applicants hereby elect, without traverse, the following species for prosecution in 

this application. 

T = protein 
P = polyhistidine 
M = nickel 
L = rhodamine 

Here, in the elected species, the polyhistidine is bound to the protein, and the nickel is 
associated with both the polyhistidine and the rhodamine. 

III. Response to Examiner's Paragraph 6 

The Examiner stated that the compounds encompassed by claim 1 are broad 
enough to encompass T-P-M-L defined for example as glycine-leucine-Na + -green 
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fluorescent protein. In response, applicants request a clarification of this statement, 
particularly a more complete description of any implicated prior art. 

The Examiner also stated that the specification contains no description of the 
"label" that is attached to T" in claim 1. In response, applicants indicate that the term 
"label" refers to the "-P-M-L" that is attached to the T." This label and the "P," "M," and 
"L" components thereof are described at length in the specification. 

Applicants believe that this communication is fully responsive to the restriction 
requirement. However, if there are any remaining matters, or if it would otherwise 
advance prosecution of the application, the Examiner is encouraged to call the 
undersigned attorney at (503) 224-6655. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING Respectfully submitted, 
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